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Three Literary Perspectives on Identity and Redemption in Time and History
In the mowvie La Haine, director Mathien Kassovitz de picts a day in the lives of

three multi-ethnic Frenchyouths from the Paris suburbs. Over 19 hours, in the midst
of urban unrest, they experience bore dom, crime, harassment, and violence. Although
theyare Frencheitizens, in anironyof tragic proportions, theylive their lives trapped
and marginalized on the fringes of society in a nation founded on the values of liberté,
égalité, and fratemité. The messages they receive from the culture, including insults,
discrimination, and police brutality makes them not quite French and lessthanmen
resulting in a profound loss of ide ntity that engenders deepanger andrage. For them,
little hope exists for rede mption in a society that seems not to care. This motif, the
impact of social power structures on ide ntity and the chance for hope, redemption,
and love, fipure s promine ntly in three very different novels: Dangerous Liaisons by
Choderlos de Laclos, The Sound and the Fury by William Faulkner, and Disgrace by
J.M. Coetzee. Although each originated in diffe rent historical circumstances, their
storie s illiminate in unique ways crucial aspects of the unive rsal human experience

asitappliestothe search for selfand the capacity for forgiveness and love.

“J"ai vu les moeurs de mon temps, et jai publié ces Lettres.”
~Jean-Jacques Rousseau, La Nouvelle Héloise

As the epigraph from the original edition of Dangerous Liaisons indicates,
Choderlos de Laclos’story portends a morality tale, but no ordinary one. Through its
epistolary structure, the book tracesthe interplay be tween two aristocraticlibe rtines—
Madame de Merteuil and Viscomte de Valmont. Erstwhile lovers, they now engage as
allies in a petty war of power, domination, vengeance, and betrayal fought not solely
for pleasure, but primarily to imple ment coolly rational plans to assert their wills and
control the lives of others. In the afte rmath of their monstrous actions, the yleave

behind a wake of shattered live s, and their indifference tothe fate of those whom they
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J'ai vu Berlin, Bucarest et Pékin comme si j'y étais. Matin et soir le nez dans la télé, c'est encore plus vrai. J'étais de tous les
combats, collée devant 1'écran.. Translations in context of "j'ai vu" in French-English from Reverso Context: quand j'ai vu, j'ai
déja vu, j'ai jamais vu, j'ai vu ¢a, j'ai pas vu.. [IepeBox Tekcra necuu J'ai Vu ucnoauTens (rpymmsi) Niagara. MrHOBEHHBIH
nepexoj K nepepofy: Beibepute OykBy (uudpy), 0, 1, 2, 3,4,5,6,7,8,9, A, B, C, D .... JI'ai vu la lumiére. En passant par 1a,
Elle était si belle. Qu'elle m'a conduit chez toi. L'amour est couché par terre, L'amour c'est un appel d'air, L'amour est un ....
Translations in context of "J'ai vu mieux" in French-English from Reverso Context: J'ai vu mieux a Vegas. Sb8c838b47
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